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occupation as the' cultivator of a tiny patch of land about the
economics of his holding; and, as in the latter case, he would
continue to follow his calling because of the absence of other
avenues of employment even when the profits are nil." In fact/
the question of profit and costing seldom arises in such calcu-
lations. Suffice it to say that the economic condition of the
tanner differs but little from that of the harwaha.

Governmental Efforts to Revive Village Tanning

With a view to reviving village tanning/ the U.P. Govern-
ment have started tanning demonstration classes in six districts
of the province and as a result of these activities village tanning
is said to be reviving rapidly.1 In the absence of any statistical
information, we find it somewhat difficult to share the official
optimisjn. Government tanning institutes exist in Bengal and
the Punjab. It has, however, to be remembered that the Cha-
mar cannot maintain himself and his family during the period
of training and is, therefore, not in a position to derive much
benefit from such facilities.

Muchis

The Muchis can be divided roughly into two categories ac-
cording as they live in villages or towns. The village Muchi
has invariably another source of income in land. In certain
parts of the country, the Chamars employed as village servants
get about 30 seers of grain per plough. But the shares in pro-
duce are no longer sufficient to support these people since they
have grown in numbers.

It is rarely that the village Muchi lives exclusively on his
craft. This is due partly to the small demand for shoes in vil-
lages and partly to the competition of cheap canvas shoes of
Japanese make. The Director of Industries (U.P.) observes:
*x Like the preceding year the market was full of cheap canvas
and rubber shoes especially from Japan but the Bata product
from the factory at Batanagar is rapidly capturing the market.
The import of canvas and rubber shoes from Japan fell from

1 Administration Report of the Department of Industries and Com-
merce for 1939, p. 14.